
18-year low, as a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic.5 This significant drop is due 
to household factors (e.g. lost employ-
ment, reduced income and concerns of 
contracting COVID-19), but also because 
of the widespread site closures due to 
the prohibitive cost of complying the 
Department of Social Development’s 
(DSD) re-opening protocols.6 An April 
2020 survey found that over 100,000 
jobs in the ECD sector may have already 
been lost and 1.8 million children may 
not be able to access early learning  
programs if the services do not re-
open.7 This is a major loss to for ECD 
programs, which are mostly informal 
micro subsistence-based enterpris-
es operated by women and also has 
indirect costs as households rely on 
ECD services to look after their children 
while they are at work. 

Supporting ECD through  
a multi-pronged approach
The Towards Building a Community  
Circular Economy project builds on 
VPUU’s long-term commitment to  
supporting Early Childhood Develop-
ment by providing a multi-pronged 
approach to strengthen individuals  
and the sector during the COVID-19 
pandemic and beyond:

Data collection to enable  
evidence based work 
In collaboration with intermediar-
ies such as ELRU and the local ECD 
Forums, surveys and registration of 
children and teachers were conduct-
ed in 294 creches, playgroups, and 65 
Grade R classes in the eight identified 
neighbourhoods.

Nutritional support through  
Community Care vouchers  
for teachers and children 
The Community Care voucher can be 
spent at local spaza and house shops 
for goods sold there.  It is strongly 
associated with the ten ‘best buys’ 

Investing in our future 
through Early Learning   
and Development 
Early Childhood Development (ECD) 
is the period of a child’s development 
from the moment of conception until 
formal schooling begins in Grade R. 
ECD includes the child’s physical 
growth, language development,  
emotional awareness, self-control,  
social skills and identity.2 ECD is  
important because during this period, 
the child’s long-term development is 
influenced by the nutrition, protection, 
language and emotion in their imme-
diate environment. If this is positive, 
the child will thrive. If negative, the 
child’s development is compromised. 
In conditions of poverty, ECD services 
are particularly important. In South 
Africa, more than 60% of children 
under the age of six live in the poorest 
40% of households.3 The World Health 
Organisation finds that Early Childhood 
Development is the most impactful and 
cost-effective way to reduce a host of 
challenges in adult society. “Economists 
now argue on the basis of the available 
evidence that investment in early child-
hood is the most powerful investment 
a country can make, with returns over 
the life course many times the original 
investment.”4

Early Childhood Development is a  
foundational step for VPUU’s long- 
term strategy to violence and crime 
prevention. The Towards Building a 
Community Circular Economy project 
embraces this approach, and looks  
for ways to improve early learning on  
an individual, relationship, neighbour-
hood and citywide level.

Female entrepreneurs  
under strain with COVID-19
The NIDS-CRAM Wave 2 study found 
that ECD programme attendance 
dropped to 13% in August 2020, an 

of affordable, nutritious food (costing 
approximately R300). The ten ‘best buy’ 
items include eggs, speckled beans,  
pilchards, fortified maize, full cream 
milk powder, soya mince, peanut butter, 
rice, soup mix and amasi. This supports 
healthy, adequate nutrition in the key 
early learning development phase, and 
helps teachers towards achieving food 
secure households. 

Bridging employment for Women
The Community Care vouchers provide 
supplementary remuneration for ECD 
teachers, the majority of whom are  
women. The Towards Building a Commu-
nity Circular Economy provides Commu-
nity Care vouchers at scale –1 156 teachers 
and ECD staff are currently receiving 
vouchers across the eight neighbour-
hoods in Cape Town. This equates to 
approximately R2,1 million income for  
the teachers over a three-month period - 
one of the largest salary subsidies in the  
ECD sector - given that only one third  
of teachers has access to UIF.  

Making creches COVID-19 compliant
Following the guidelines from the  
national Department of Social Develop-
ment and good practice from the ECD 
Sector, the project partners compiled a 
Compliance pack to assist each ECD  
that operates or will start operating in 
January 2021 with the following basics:

- bleach, hand sanitizers, disinfectant;
- dishwashing, glycerine soap,  
  household gloves, cleaning rags; 
- hand paper towel roll, toilet paper; 
- preschool washable face masks  
  and visors; 
- adult washable face mask; 
- Infrared F7 Thermometer; 
- COVID-19 compliance templates &  
  other printed materials.

Community Care vouchers to over

SOUTH AFRICA IS HOME TO  
6 MILLION PEOPLE IN NEED  
OF ECD SERVICES:

3 MILLION 

3 MILLION 

13 000

1156

234

64
children aged 0-2 and

children aged 3-5.1

VPUU works with
ECD centres  
and

Gr R facilities, 
to distribute

ECD teachers from  
November 2020 – May 2021

parents/caregivers 
and


