
SIYAYIJIKA PROGRAMME 
The Siyayijika Programme is a grant 
competition currently run in Khayelitsha 
(Harare & Monwabisi Park) and Lotus Park. 
The competition is designed to attract the best 
entrepreneurs, whether they are start-ups or 
existing businesses, in these communities, 
and to support them to the next level of 
business and personal growth.

SELECTION CRITERIA
Applications will be evaluated  by a 5 
person panel comprising individuals who 
are successful entrepreneurs or experts in 
business development, training and support, 
considering the following:  

•	 Businesses targeting problems, and offering 
solutions at local, national or international 
scale; 

•	 Businesses that are innovative, unique and 
offer value added products and services;

•	 Businesses that are environmentally 
conscious; 

•	 Businesses that show potential business-to-
business linkages; 

•	 Businesses with a sound strategy and 
coherent plan

•	 Businesses with a business plan for their 
product or service; 

•	 Businesses with strong leadership and a  
demonstrated ability to build and maintain 
relationships.

APPLICATION

Applications 
must be 

submitted via 
paper form

PITCH SESSION

Pitch your idea 
to a panel of 5 

judges.

WORKSHOPS

Applicants 
selected must 

attend all 5 
Workshops: 

Idea Generation, 
Design Principles, 
Market Research, 

Marketing 
and Financial 
Management

SIYAYIJIKA PRIZE

WIN up to R10 
000.00 grant.

BUSINESS 
MENTORSHIP & 

COACHING

Receive 
3-6 months 

business 
mentorship & 

coaching

THE BIG PICTURE: SIJIKILE 
BUSINESS INCUBATOR 

PROGRAMME 
ACHIEVEMENTS

BENEFITS OF 
THE SIYAYIJIKA 
PROGRAMME

>1200 
mentoring 
sessions

SIYAYIJIKA PROCESS

SIYAYIJIKA SUCCESS STORIES

A network of 
like-minded 

entrepreneurs

INCUBATION

PRE-
IN

CU
BA

TI
O

N

P
O

ST
-I

NCUBATIO
N

BUSINESS 
INCUBATOR 

PROCESS 

107 
pitches

34 
winners

Mentorship, 
expertise, influence, 

and grant capital

Monwabisi Park, Siyayijika meeting

R190 000 

granted

Business tools to 
help you grow

Incubator, also 
implemented by VPUU. 
Selected winners of 
Siyayijika prize will join the incubation 
process and can apply for workspace and 
further support on business management 
and product development.

UNATHI 
MDLADLAMBA

Unathi sells 
organically grown 
vegetables door 
to door within 
Khayelitsha. He used 
R10,000 grant capital 
from the Siyayijika 
programme to 
upgrade his facilities 
and purchase 200 
young chickens, 
which he now 
nurtures and sells 
locally along with his 
vegetables, doubling 
his income.

VUSUMZI 
MAHLATSHANA  
FOUNDER OF 
TOGETHERCARE 
AND PRICKLY PEAR 
PRODUCTS

Togethercare 
and Prickly Pear 
Products, a design 
and craft business 
that transforms 
the Mexican alien, 
Prickly Pear, and 
other recyclable 
products, into funky 
and functional 
products, was 
founded by Vusumzi 
Mahlatshana in 
2014. The products 
he creates include 
building materials 
such as bricks, bags, 
homeware and 
jewellery. In spite of 
national recognition 
for his innovative 

For more information, come to
our premises

 
VPUU HARARE SQUARE

OFFICE
VPUU C-section Container

Facility 
Lotus Park Neighborhood

Centre
 

or contact Sinesipho Klaas on
061 772 9862

Sinesipho.Klaas@vpuu.org.za
 
 
 
 
 

www.vpuu.org.za

Any age 
Potential for solving the identified problem
at scale (local, national or international).
Environmentally friendly businesses.
Innovative businesses that are less
traditional township economy businesses
– copycat retail and services in typical
markets – and more manufacturing,
unique and value add businesses. 
Has market linkage potential (Business to
Business, not just Business to Customer);
could include a franchise business.
Potential for an earned revenue stream
leading to sustainability in 12-18 months.
Sound strategy and plan for
product/service development and
delivery.
 Leadership potential and the ability to
build and maintain relationships.

Selection Criteria

SIYAYIJIKA

BUSINESS

PROGRAM  

 

T h e  S i y a y i j i k a  P r o g r a m  i s  a  g r a n t  s e e d  f u n d i n g
c o m p e t i t i o n  i n  K h a y e l i t s h a  ( H a r e r e  &  M o n w a b i s i
P a r k )  a n d  L o t u s  P a r k  t h a t  w i l l  a t t r a c t  t h e  b e s t

e n t r e p r e n e u r s  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  ( w i t h  s t a r t - u p
o r  e x i s t i n g  b u s i n e s s e s ) ,  i n

o r d e r  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e m  t o  t h e  n e x t  l e v e l  o f
p e r s o n a l  a n d  b u s i n e s s  g r o w t h

Application (Information Session)
Attend all 5 Workshops 
Pitch your idea to a panel of judges 
WIN up to R10 000.00 Seed Funding 
Receive 3-6 months business
mentorship & coaching 

Program Process

The Siyayijika 
Business process 
is part of the initial 
phase of a bigger 
programme, the 
Sijikile Business 

eco-products, 
Vuzumsi battled 
to find funding. He 
entered Siyayijika 
2017, and with the 
Siyayijika’s grant 
he has been able to 
grow his business 
and is on the path to 
sustainability.


