
BETWEEN FEBRUARY  
AND APRIL 2020, 

3 MILLION 
South Africans lost their jobs1. 
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The Community Care voucher  
builds on the social relief efforts  
of non-state institutions to respond  
to the COVID-19 crisis by providing  
a targeted intervention for the most 
needy, recognising and supporting  

community heroes and injecting 
money directly into local economies. 
Non-state institutions’ have the  
advantages of agility and collaborative 
partnerships to respond as needs  
arise to supplement State efforts.  

In this way, the Community Care 
voucher has the potential to go  
beyond the relief effort and forms  
a key part of the restart project,  
Towards Building a Community  
Circular Economy.

Targeted nutrition  
intervention for those  
who need it most:  
pregnant women and  
children 0-6 years

The first 1000 days of a child’s life  
(from conception up until their  
second birthday) is a crucial period  
of health, growth and neurodevelop-
ment that forms the foundation  
for the rest of their lives. 

Children’s healthy development  
relies on adequate, healthy nutrition 
which in turn requires a food secure 
household.5  As such, pregnant  
women and children under seven  
are eligible for the Community  
Care voucher, which supplements  
household food security so as to  
provide healthy nutrition. Working 
with Early Learning Research Unit  
as an intermediary, local ECD Forums, 
and other ECD organisations connects 
VPUU to children 0-6 years, who need 
nutritional support in this vital early 
learning stage. 

Partnering with Embrace Movement  
for Mothers and Grow Great offers  
pregnant women the nutritional  
stability they need for healthy  
development of their baby and their 
own health.

Recognising 
and supporting 
community heroes

More than 6 months into the  
COVID-19 crisis in South Africa,  
community organisations are flagging. 
Donors and volunteers are fatigued, 
and resources limited, and yet the  
need for social relief is increasing.6 
The Community Care voucher provides 
a much-needed injection of money  
and support to sustain community 
organising efforts – ECD teachers,  
community gardeners and food  
kitchen volunteers. Offering a voucher 
to ECD teachers supports the ECD  
sector as they struggle to re-open,  
with limited resources and few paying 
learners. Partnering with local food  
production initiatives connects the  
project to members of community  
garden groups providing stability  
and rewarding those who volunteer 
their time for community develop-
ment. Working with local Food Kitchen  
initiatives and local leadership assists  
in providing direct food relief to the 
most vulnerable in communities and 
rewards volunteers.

The Community Care voucher initiative 
will provide a test case at scale in Cape 
Town of the first steps of unconditional 
cash transfer as response to the crisis 
and allow for a better understanding 

of whether vouchers can be used as 
a tool in long-term partnership as a 
possible ongoing reward for volunteer 
work or microjobs.

Money injection into 
local economies

The Community Care digital vouchers 
are redeemed through Flash and  
Kazang at local spaza or house shops. 
This is a direct injection of money into 
local economies. 

Eight neighbourhoods (Manenberg, 
Hanover Park, Bonteheuwel, Kuyasa, 
Harare, Monwabisi Park, Nyanga and 
Gugulethu) in Cape Town in which  
the partnership between the City  
of Cape Town and VPUU has been  
operating are part of the project  
Towards Building a Community  
Circular Economy. This project is a  
logical consequence of the up to  
fifteen-year relationship.

adults reported that their 
household had lost its

of adults interviewed in the 
NIDS CRAM Wave 12 study 

reported that a child went  
hungry in the last 7 days.3

Between May and June 2020, 

reported that their households ran out 
of money for food in April.

of adults reported that 
someone in the household 

went hungry in the last 7 days, and   

These figures persist despite the  
significant emergency relief efforts, 
such as the announced 

fiscal relief package and the R3 billion 
Solidarity Fund (of which R1,36 billion  
has been disbursed since 15 Oct 2020).4main source of income. 


